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SUBJECT: ILO-63RD INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONEERENCE: CRITICAL 
ISSUES 

REF: (A) ABIDJAN 4918, (B) STATE 102699, (C) STATE 105258 

ON STRENGTH OE PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY'S INDICATION 
LAST WEEK (REETEL A) THAT IVORY COAST WISHES TO WORK 
WITH US TO PROMOTE CONDITIONS IN ILO WHICH WILL 
EACILITATE OUR CONTINUED PARTICIPATION IN ORGANIZATION, 

I CALLED THIS MORNING ON FOREIGN MINISTER USHER AND 
OUTLINED IN SOME DETAIL US POSITION ON KEY ISSUES TO 
BE ADDRESSED AT INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONFERENCE IN JUNE 
(REFTEL B). USHER ASSUREDME THAT IVORIAN DELEGATION 
WOULD BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE IN GENEVA BOTH BECAUSE, 

AS HOUPHOUET HAD SAID, IVORIANS WOULD REGARD US WITH- 
DRAWAL FROM ILO AS DEPLORABLE AND BECAUSE THEY SHARED 
OUR VIEW THAT POLITICIZATION OF ILO WAS DISTRACTING 
ORGANIZATION FROM ITS REAL WORK. I LEET WITH USHER 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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SUMMARY STATEMENT IN FRENCH OE US POSITION ANDSAID 
THAT INTENDED TO COVER SAME GROUND WITH MINISTER 
OE LABOR VANIE BI TRA NEXT WEEK. USHER SAID THAT HE 
WOULD SEEK OCCASION BEEORE THAT TIME TO ACQUAINT 
LABOR MINISTER WITH HOUPHOUET'S RENEWED EXPRESSION 
OE SUPPORT FOR US POSITION. STEARNS 
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